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Housing Finance Commission, on his retire-
ment.

Kim Herman has served as Executive Direc-
tor of the Commission since its beginning in
1984, guiding the organization through chang-
ing economic conditions and championing af-
fordable housing in Washington State and
across the country. Under Mr. Herman’s lead-
ership, the Commission has helped over
73,000 families become homeowners and as-
sisted the development of 128,000 affordable
multifamily housing units statewide. The Com-
mission utilizes the Low-Income Housing Tax
Credit program, the private market, and com-
munity partnerships to help families build a
solid foundation with accessible and affordable
housing. Last year, Mr. Herman was inducted
into the national Affordable Housing Hall of
Fame, a well-deserved recognition of his dec-
ades of work helping Washington State’s most
disadvantaged citizens, including seniors,
farmworkers, and people experiencing home-
lessness, as well as moderate-income fami-
lies.

Mr. Herman has built and supported the ca-
pacity of housing organizations throughout
Washington. He helped to create the Wash-
ington Low Income Housing Alliance and has
served on the boards of countless organiza-
tions and policy groups, including the Gov-
ernor's Affordable Housing Advisory Board
and Impact Capital.

Mr. Herman’s work in housing has ex-
panded not only the Commission’s expertise,
but the capacity of housing organizations
throughout the state and the country by dedi-
cating his time to multiple leadership positions
at the National Council of State Housing
Agencies and the National Rural Housing Co-
alition.

Madam Speaker, it is with great pleasure
that | recognize Kim Herman’s dedication to
expanding access to affordable homes and
congratulate him on his retirement from his
longtime service to the communities of Wash-
ington State.

————

CONGRATULATING THE EAST ST.
LOUIS FLYERS

HON. MIKE BOST

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 4, 2019

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the East St. Louis Flyers for win-
ning the Football 6A State Championship.
After breezing past their opponents by a score
of 43-21 in the finals, the team secured a per-
fect 14—0 record and their third state cham-
pionship title under coach Darren Sunkett.

After the tragic and untimely loss of two
players, Jermaine Falconer and Jaylon
McKenzie, earlier this year, the Flyers found
the inspiration to carry on and honor the mem-
ory of their fallen teammates. Despite incred-
ibly difficult circumstances, the Flyers excelled
on the field, outscoring their opponents by an
average of over 36 points per game. These
young men put their hearts into every game,
and their hard work paid off with an accom-
plishment that they can be proud of for the
rest of their lives.

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing the players, coaches, and families of
the East St. Louis Senior High School football
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team for their incredible season. Southern llli-
nois is proud of them.

CELEBRATING TEN YEARS OF THE
LOWER EASTSIDE ACTION PLAN

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 4, 2019

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Detroit's lower eastside commu-
nities for their ten years of engagement in the
Lower Eastside Action Plan.

The Lower Eastside Action Plan, known
commonly as LEAP, started through commu-
nity group engagement in order to address
disinvestment and structure demolition in De-
troit's east side neighborhoods. The program
has successfully engaged more than five thou-
sand residents to strengthen neighborhood
ties and repurpose vacant land. Residents
working hand in hand have been able to re-
duce blight, prevent tax foreclosure, enhance
public green spaces, and so much more.

Please join me in salute to the countless
Detroit residents who have made the Lower
Eastside Action Plan a successful community
venture for the past ten years.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. CONOR LAMB

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 4, 2019

Mr. LAMB. Madam Speaker, due to unfore-
seen travel delays | missed two votes on De-
cember 3, 2019.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 643, and YEA on Roll
Call No. 644.

———

CONGRATULATING JUSTIN LOPEZ-
CARDOZE

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 4, 2019

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to ask the House of Representatives to join
me in congratulating Justin Lopez-Cardoze, a
seventh-grade life science teacher at Capital
City Public Charter School, for being named
the 2020 District of Columbia Teacher of the
Year.

The DC Teacher of the Year award is grant-
ed each year to a public or public charter
school teacher who is dedicated to student
growth, and creating connections with families
and communities, and who provides high-qual-
ity instruction.

Lopez-Cardoze, whose father was born in El
Salvador, is the first Latino recipient of the DC
Teacher of the Year award. He follows in the
footsteps of the 2019 DC Teacher of the Year,
Kelly Harper, who was the first DC teacher to
become a finalist in the national competition
for teacher of the year since 2005.

Lopez-Cardoze is a devoted teacher. He
views his work as a way to pay back the
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scholarship he won as a student, which made
it possible for him to attend the University of
North Carolina, Chapel Hill and become a
teacher. The award comes with $7,500 and
makes Lopez-Cardoze eligible for the National
Teacher of the Year award. Lopez-Cardoze is
still paying off his student loans but he has
pledged to use $5,000 of his award, and to
double that amount through fundraising, to
create a scholarship fund to allow a student at
Capital City Public Charter school to go to col-
lege.

His concern for his students is unfailing.
When a student with sickle cell anemia ap-
proached him about proposed cuts to the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, he led his students
in developing an organization to educate the
public about diseases often found among peo-
ple of color.

In his three years at Capital City Public
Charter School, in Northwest DC, Lopez-
Cardoze has made himself an integral part of
the community. He serves as the school’s
Science Department chair, seventh-grade
team lead and middle school representative
on the school's Equity Core Committee. As a
member of the Equity Core Committee, he co-
creates diversity, equity and inclusion sessions
for staff and works to create a more culturally
competent learning environment for his stu-
dents.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to ask the
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating Justin Lopez-Cardoze for being
named the 2020 District of Columbia Teacher
of the Year and for his commitment and dedi-
cation to DC students.

HONORING SISTER PAULETTE
LOMONACO

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 4, 2019

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor Sister Paulette LoMonaco, a cherished
public servant and respected New York lead-
er. Sister Paulette has dedicated her life to
helping the vulnerable children, youth and
families of New York City, most recently as
the executive director of Good Shepherd Serv-
ices. As she retires this year, | wanted to pay
homage to the work she has accomplished on
behalf of so many New Yorkers.

Sister Paulette was Good Shepherd Serv-
ices’ longest serving executive director, hold-
ing the position for 37 years and serving the
agency for a total of 50 years. Under
Paulette’s leadership, Good Shepherd Serv-
ices transformed from a small provider of out-
of-home care for vulnerable girls into one of
the largest youth social services agencies in
New York City. Today, the agency works with
30,000 children, youth and families annually
as well as informs policy debates and innova-
tive models concerning youth outcomes within
New York City and beyond.

Notably, Sister Paulette’s unwavering com-
mitment to the welfare of children and families
has led to prominence and respect with city
and state leadership. In fact, Sister Paulette
fearlessly engaged with mayors and the arch-
diocese, fighting for accountability on social
issues and, ultimately, modernizing New York
City’s conception of a nun in the 21st century.
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